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Strand Football Comedy Features 

Bert Wheeler and Marie Wilson 
“The Cowboy Quarterback” is 

the promising title of the War- 
ner Bros. picture with Bert 
Wheeler, Marie Wilson and 
Gloria Dickson in the leading 
roles which opens next Friday 
at the Strand Theatre, and the 
promise in the title is fully 
realized in the production itself. 

The story has a football back- 
ground, the hero is a fellow 
from the cow country who be- 
comes a great quarterback, and 
the indication in the juxtaposi- 
tion of these two circumstances 
that the film is a comedy is cer- 
tainly no false promise, for the 
picture is riotous comedy from 

start to finish. 
Of course, the fact that 

Wheeler and Miss Wilson have 
prominent parts in the proceed- 
ings is plenty of advance notice 
in itself that the new Warner 
picture is distinctly a funfilm. 
As a matter of fact, neither of 
these first-rate comedians has 
ever before had a role better 
suited to their talents as film 
funsters than the parts they 
have in “The Cowboy Quarter- 
back.” And there are other such 
fine comedians in the cast as 
William Demarest, DeWolf Hop- 
per and Eddie Foy, Jr. 

The new picture is strikingly 
different from all previous foot- 
ball films in that it is not about 
college football. There is no 
“dying for dear old Alma Mater” 
in it, for it’s about the very 
practical business of profes- 

sional football, where all the 
fighting and metaphorical dying 
is for cash on the line. 

So when Demarest, as_ the 
manager of the mythical Chicago 
Packers, hears tales about the 
great prowess of a broken-field 
runner out somewhere in the 
open spaces, he hunts up the 
“phenom” and tries to sign him 

for the Packers. 
The great player is none other 

than little Bert Wheeler, and he 
is reluctant to leave town for 
the great rewards promised be- 
cause meanwhile, he fears, 
Handsome Sam, a _ drugstore 
cowboy played by Hopper, will 
steal his girl, who is the vacuous 
Miss Wilson. 

Demarest, however, persuades 
the couple to become engaged 
and gets Bert’s signature to a 
contract by promising to take 
Marie along with the team. He 
lives to regret the promise, for 
it soon develops that Marie not 
only supervises everything Bert 
does, including his football play- 
ing, but makes a general pest of 
herself. 
How Demarest contrives to 

send Marie home and yet keep 
Bert in Chicago out of trouble 
and able to lead the Packers to 
the championship is told as the 
story unfolds. 

Based on a stage play by Ring 
Lardner and George M. Cohan, 

the screen play was written by 
Fred Niblo, Jr., and the produc- 
tion was directed by Noel Smith. 

Retains Lucky Chair 

Bert Wheeler, in moving to 
the Warner Bros. studio to 
film ‘The Cowboy Quarter- 
back,”? which opens next Fri- 
day at the Strand Theatre, 
brought with him his lucky 
make-up table chair. It looked 
a bit out of place in a fancy 
modernistic dressing room 
suite, being of the old, bat- 
tered kitchen variety — but 
it has been with him since he 
made his original screen hit 
in the musical, “Rio Rita.” 

Blocking with His Eye 

Got Wheeler A Shiner 
Even a football can give you 

a black eye. Bert Wheeler found 
that out one day when he blocked 
a kick booted by that famed pro 
pigskinner, “Dutch” Hendrian. 

It was for a scene in the War- 
ner Bros. pro football comedy, 
“The Cowboy Quarterback,” com- 
ing to the Strand Theatre next 
Friday. Amid yells from several 
hundred extras of “block that. 

kick, block that kick,” Bert did 
— with his right eye, which got 
the speeding oval point first. 

A little treatment from a first 
aid man, and sympathy from 
Marie Wilson and Gloria Dick- 
son, and the comedian was back 
in the field again. But his eye 
was considerably swollen and be- 
ginning to discolor by evening. 

Hendrian heads an agegrega- 
tion of famous professional grid 
stars who play featured roles in 
the Wheeler film along with 
fourteen men from the Univer- 
sity of Southern California’s 
mighty 1939 football squad, led 
by Ambrose Schindler. 

Advance Feature 

Comedian Bert Wheeler's LifeSi tory 

Reads Like An Horatio Alger Book 
The College of Hard Knocks 

tossed Bert Wheeler right out on 
his ear. He climbed to his feet 
and found himself in the show 
business. Horatio Alger would 
have called his story, “From 
Newsboy to Comedian.” His life 
story reads like an Alger book. 

Born in the toughest part of 
Paterson, N. J., Bert discovered 
that he had a rollicking, happy- 
go-lucky dad named James 
Wheeler, who loved to gamble 
but seldom won. And for a 
mother, the former Kitty Foley, 
a beautiful Irish girl of sixteen. 
She died a year after Bert was 
born. 

The future actor first sang in 
a choir, and then with a Gus 
Edwards vaudeville troupe which 
included Georgie Jessel. He next 
got a job in Harry Gribbon’s 
musical, ‘The Gingerbread Man,” 
in which he sang and danced. 
There followed engagements with 
one of the Gus Hill companies, 
playing “Mutt and Jeff,” (48 
straight weeks of one-night 
stands!) and other stock and 

musical bookings. 
He married a little 18-year-o!d 

actress, Margaret French, and 
their company promptly folded. 
They launched their own act 
back in Bert’s home town, but it 
wasn’t successful. For three lean 
years they existed on Bert’s 
roller-skating engagements. 

Following an unsuccessful run 
at the Palace Theatre in New 
York, he and his wife found 

themselves owing much_ back 
rent to New York’s kindliest 
landlord, Bartholdi, proprietor 
of that famous old theatrical 
boarding house which stood 
where Loew’s State Theatre now 
stands. Here Bert met another 
flat-broke Irishman, Mickey 
Moran, got up the vaudeville act 
“Me and Mickey,” and clicked 
tremendously. 

The Palace, where they had 
once flopped, became a scene of 
triumph. But this was tinged 
with sorrow for Bert for the 
time, because his wife and part- 
ner left him. 

He went into the Ziegfeld 
Follies, with such stars as Paul 
Whiteman, Fannie Brice, Ann 
Pennington and others, and was 
a big hit. His top stage success 
was “Rio Rita,” which saw him 
teamed with the late Robert 
Woolsey. Presently Bert married 
Bernice Speers. 
When a film company pur- 

chased “Rio Rita” as the basis 
for a big musical, Wheeler and 
Woolsey were included in the 
deal. Their success in this film 
was followed by many others and 
continued until the death of 
Woolsey a year ago. 

Wheeler’s first picture in what 
he sees as an entirely new phase 
of his career is Warner Bros.’ 
football comedy, “Cowboy Quar- 
terback,” in which he is featured 
with Marie Wilson and Gloria 
Dickson. The picture opens at 
the Strand Theatre on Friday. 

(Publicity Continues on Page 4) 
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PUBLICITY 
Advance Feature 

Plays Comic ‘Heavy’ TWO PLANES SEEN ram's Wile FUR CLAD COMIC 
IN FILM PRESENT 
A WIDE CONTRAST 

By accident rather than de- 

sign, one of the oldest and shaki- 

est of airplanes and one of the 

most modern, luxurious skyliners 

represent the aviation industry 

in the Warner Bros. comedy, 

“The Cowboy Quarterback,” 

which opens next Friday at the 

Strand Theatre. 

It was the unhappy fate of 

William Demarest, playing a 

professional football scout, to 

ride in the old air buggy. With 

a stunt flier as pilot, the story 

has him invading the sticks in 

search of an almost fabled hick 

football player, portrayed by 

Bert Wheeler. The plane had to 

be rickety and creaky, for Di; 

rector Noel Smith got some 

comedy effects out of that and 

a line of the pilot’s: “I’d have 

got you here sooner, only one of 

the wings is a little loose.” 
Incidentally, the pilot confides 

to his passenger, when it’s too 

late to get out and walk, that he 

“hasn’t had a crackup since I 

began flyin’ a plane, and that’s 

almost a month now!” To carry 

this bit of good clean fun to its 

logical end, the old crate had to 

make a spectacular, typically 

amateur-pilot landing. That is, 

it had to hit the ground hard, 

bounce twenty feet in the air, 

hit again, bounce some more — 

teetering and staggering with 

now the tail high, now dragging 
its skid, until it finally came to 
rest. 

The plane that was used is 
owned by Warner Bros., and it 
has a fairly good motor disguised 
as one of the old-timers. One of 
the earliest small cabin planes, 
it is a four-seater of mongrel 
manufacture, originally built by 
a private hobbyist at Santa 
Monica, Calif. 

Marie Wilson and Gloria Dick- 
son used the modern plane — 
a sleek, glistening, skysleeper 
normally on regular Los Angeles- 
to-New York service. It was re- 
lieved of its cross-country dash 
for two days, while scenes of the 
picture were filmed at Grand 
Central Airport near Burbank. 
For the picture it merely made 
take-offs and landings and served 
as comedy background. 

In Her Latest Film for First Time 
Marie Wilson was a little 

worried when she was made a 
comedy brat, a pest, a thorn in 
everybody’s side, in her latest 
film at the Warner Bros. Studio. 

“T have to admit, though, that 
it’s my best acting chance to 
date, so far as variety goes,” 
said Marie. “I’ve never done 
anything like it before. I’ve been 
dumb but sweet before. This 
time I’m dumb but ornery!” 

The part was in “The Cowboy 
Quarterback,” the comedy about 
professional football coming to 
the Strand Theatre next Friday, 
in which Bert Wheeler is a hick 
grid star and Marie his boss, 
manager and sweetheart. She 
manages, in the picture, to make 
everyone hate genial little Bert, 
“not a bad guy if he didn’t have 
that dame around in our hair!” 
as fellow-comedian Eddie Foy, 
Jr., puts it. 

In fact, Marie is to “The Cow- 
boy Quarterback,” the comedy 
caricature of what Bette Davis 
was to “Of Human Bondage.” 
People thirst to twine their fin- 
gers around her slender white 
neck and squeeze. Giant-muscled 

Mat 108 — 15c 

Marie Wilson appears in “Cowboy 
Quarterback” at the Strand Theaire. 

football players, portrayed by 
several famous pro stars and 
U.S.C.’s 1939 squad, ache to use 
her for a football. 

Above all, William Demarest, 
Gloria Dickson and_ choleric 
coach Charles Wilson want her 

life’s blood. In fact nobody loves 
her in the picture but faithful 
Bert and his rival, a drug-store 
cowboy played by DeWolf 
Hopper. 

“It’s the first time I’ve had 
anybody hate me, on the screen,” 
said Marie, with that character- 
istic wistful, far-away look. 
Some people might call it a 
vague look. 

Within the scope of her char- 
acterizations, hitherto, Marie has 
demonstrated considerable ver- 
satility. Always pretending to be 
a bit fuzzy-witted (some of her 
friends insist she’s really one of 
the keenest, canniest girls on the 
screen but she keeps the fact 
well concealed!) she has stolen 
pictures right and left in the 
days when she was a busy sup- 
porting player instead of a star. 
She marched away with ‘Boy 
Meets Girl” from the terrifically 
formidable competition of those 
three sharp-shooters, James Cag- 
ney, Pat O’Brien and Ralph 
Bellamy. Allen Jenkins and 
Johnnie “Scat? Davis couldn’t 
win from Marie in “Sweepstakes 
Winner.” 

COLD PUT WILSON 
IN PROPER VOICE 

The script said Marie Wilson 
was to “shout herself hoarse.” 
But when she appeared at the 
Pasadena Rose Bowl one day so 
hoarse from a cold that she 
could hardly talk, obviously she 
couldn’t do a shouting scene for 
the Warner Bros. football com- 
edy, “The Cowboy Quarteback,” 
opening Friday at the Strand. 

That hardly gave Director 
Noel Smith and his assistant, 
Les Guthrie, any pause at all, 
for the script also had lines for 
her to say after she had become 
hoarse. ‘‘Just change the 
schedule,” said Smith. 

It was done, and that saved 
Marie practicing reading lines in 
the hoarse, frog-like croak rec- 
ommended in the script’s stage 
directions. All she had to do was 
read her lines; her cold took care 
of the croaking. 

Mat 207 — 30c 

Bert Wheeler returns to the screen in the type comedy role for which 
he is famous in “Cowboy Quarterback,” now at the Strand Theatre. 
He is shown with Marie Wilson in a scene from the picture. 
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Marie Is Hostess 

Marie Wilson recently chose 
another fan from among her 
following to entertain for a 
few days in Hollywood, and 
on the set of her latest War- 
ner Bros, picture, “The Cow- 
boy Quarterback,” which 
opens Friday at the Strand 
Theatre. 

The fan was _ twenty-year- 
old Mary Baine of Dubuque, 
Ia., who stopped by, on Marie’s 
invitation, en route to the San 
Francisco Fair. About once a 
year, Marie entertains a fan, 
selected at random’ from 
among her girl followers. 

WILSON FINDS G00D 
DEEDS BRING LUCK 

Marie Wilson firmly believes 
the folks who helped her in her 
struggling days will be repaid 
in good luck as well as gratitude. 
Lately, this belief is getting some 
substantiation. 

Gas station attendents who 
used to lend her fuel for hopeful 
forays around the studios, job- 
seeking, have not only all been 
paid with interest by Marie, but 
they’ve become successful men. 
One is a building contractor. One 
had some property near the Skid- 
doo Mine in the Mojave Desert 
which he sold for a young for- 
tune. Another is western sales 
manager for an auto accessory 
concern, and the remaining one 
is a real estate man. 

All this came out because 
Marie herself is doing so many 
good deeds for newcomers. It 
will inevitably bring her good 
luck, she explained one day on 
the set of the Warner Bros. 
comedy, “The Cowboy Quarter- 
back,” which opens next Friday 
at the Strand Theatre. More- 
over, doing good for others, she 
says, is its own reward, even if 
it doesn’t concretely reward the 
good deed doer. 

Wheeler Still Spry 

Bert Wheeler, while clowning 
with the University of Southern 
California football players who 
worked with him in Warner 
Bros.’ pro football comedy, “The 
Cowboy Quarterback,” which 
opens next Friday at the Strand 
Theatre, astonished the boys by 
doing a one-handed hand stand. 
They didn’t know he once did 
acrobatics in vaudeville. 

U.S. 0, PRO TEAMS 
FEATURED IN FILM 

Playing featured roles in 
“Cowboy Quarterback,” the sa- 
tiric football comedy which opens 
at the Strand Theatre on Friday, 
are fourteen men from the Uni- 
versity of Southern California’s 
mighty 1939 squad, headed by 
Ambrose Schindler, and an ag- 
gregation of famous professional 
stars led by “Dutch” Hendrian. 
The two teams battle each other 
in the end of the picture with 
the championship title at stake. 

The amateur gridders received 
regular dress-extra wages, $16.50 
a day. College heads have de- 
cided that this does not injure 

their amateur standing because, 
in front of the cameras, they 
are not football players but 
actors even when they play 
football. 

The pro gridironmen hail from 
Georgetown, Yale, St. Mary’s, 
Georgia Tech, Northwestern, 
Minnesota, Notre Dame, Army, 
S. M. U. and U. S. C. and range 
in class vintage from ’29 to ’38. 
Many of their feats, such as 
bullet passes and Hendrian’s un- 
canny place kicking, are seen in 
the film featuring Bert Wheeler 
and Marie Wilson. 

SET NEW WEIGHT 
REDUCING RECORD 

Bert Wheeler thinks he set a 
record for rapid reducing in the 
150-pound class when he sweated 
off six pounds within an hour. 

He did the stunt at the Rose 
Bowl in Pasadena while making 
football scenes for the Warner 
Bros. comedy, “The Cowboy 
Quarterback,” which opens next 
Friday at the Strand Theatre. 
The scenes consisted of giving an 
exhibition of broken-field run- 
ning through a squad of huskies 
composed chiefly of University 
of Southern California gridders. 

Just the running didn’t ac- 
count for that six-pound weight 
drop, however. He did it by wear- 
ing a fur coat. Pasadena papers, 
tipped off that he was going to 
do the stunt, sent out reporters 
and photographers, chiefly be- 
cause — whatever the city’s offi- 
cial weather report says — on 
the field it was 98 degrees! 

Of course, it was all for his 
art and Director Noel Smith. 
Bert is a cowboy comic in the 
story, and wears the fur coat 
(although of course it’s supposed 
to be fur coat weather) to dem- 
onstrate how good he is. The 
U.S. C. boys, for their art, care- 
fully fumbled him and permitted 
him to make a touchdown, foot- 
ball, fur coat and all. 

Double-Jointed Pianist 

Eddie Foy, Jr., won a bet from 
Marie Wilson one day on the set 
of “The Cowboy Quarterback,” 

the Warner Bros. comedy com- 
ing to the Strand Theatre next 
Friday. She wagered the daily 
soft-drink treat for the entire 
company that he couldn’t throw 
both elbows out of joint and 
then, in that condition, play the 
piano. He did so, with the great- 
est of ease. Now, says Marie, 
anything is possible. It seems 
she never saw Eddie do the same 
trick in vaudeville. 

Hopper Bought Costume 

Tall, dark ’n’ handsome De- 
Wolf Hopper was so proud of a 
cowboy outfit he wore in Warner 
Bros.’ “The Cowboy Quarter- 
back,” which opens Friday at the 
Strand Theatre, that he has pur- 
chased it from the studio ward- 
robe department and now par- 
ades it occasionally on Holly- 
wood horseback paths. 

It by far out-dazzles anything 
Gene Autry, Buck Jones, Hoot 
Gibson or other film cowboys 
have worn. 

Mat 208 — 30c 

Bert Wheeler and Marie Wilson sit head and shoulders above members 
of the 1939 University of Southern California gridiron squad in this 
scene from “Cowboy Quarterback,” the Strand football comedy. 



Current Feature 

STAR ONLY ACTOR 
STUDIO MADE RUSH 
HOME FROM JAVA 

A vacation-seeking actor has 
a pretty poor chance of getting 
anywhere without being halted 
mid-flight by his studio and 
being summoned back to make a 
new picture or do added scenes 
for that latest one. 

So says Bert Wheeler. Bert 
thinks he is a supreme authority 
on that, for he is the only actor 
now living who was located by 
a film company in such a remote 
place as Bandonong, Java. Lo- 
cated there, he was ordered to re- 
turn immediately, if not sooner. 

Wheeler was discussing the 
subject just 
after he had 
finished ‘‘The 
Cowboy 
Quarter- 
back,’’ the 
Warner Bros. 
comedy play- 
ing at the 
Strand Thea- 
tre, in which 
he is co- 
starred with 
Marie Wil- 
son. “Cowboy 
Quarter- 
back” marks 

the return of Wheeler to the 

screen and to the comedy parts 

for which he is famous after an 

absence of almost two years 

following the death of his team- 

mate, the late Robert Woolsey. 
“This guy, Errol Flynn, has 

the only method,” Wheeler re- 
marked. “He goes out somewhere 
on a yacht, and gets lost. Of 
course, they send the army, the 
navy, the Pinkertons, Scotland 
Yard and the GPU looking for 
him, but by the time they locate 
him he’s had a vacation. I un- 
derstand now they make him 
take a short-wave radio with 
him, and have him listen in on 
that at stated times. But the 
thing is bound to get out of order 
if he’s in the jungle somewhere, 
or stranded on an island after a 
hurricane. 

“They caught up with me and 
Bob because we found that even 
in the Malay Archipelago we 
couldn’t get by incognito. They 
have movies there, and we were 
recognized. So when the com- 
pany, following our trail via 
half a dozen boats of various 
lines from Tokyo to Shanghai to 
Singapore to Batavia, Java, lost 
track of us there, they picked up 
the trail again in no time. Found 
we’d gone to the hill town of 
Bandonong to escape the heat. 

“We had to climb aboard a 
plane at Batavia, and fly 9000 
miles to Amsterdam, via Siam, 
Burma, Calcutta, Bagdad, across 
the Dead Sea, over to Cairo. 
Well, Bob and his missus had to 
give up there, the journey was 
too much for them. But I kept 
on via Athens, Naples, Paris. I 
hopped across the English Chan- 
nel on another plane. The only 
reason I didn’t fly on from there 
was because the trans-Atlantic 
planes weren’t functioning at the 
time. I had to be satisfied with 
the Berengaria.” 

In the picture, Wheeler is a 
broken-field runner of almost 
legendary prowess. 
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BERT WHEELER 

People Were Paid to See 

U. S. C., Pro Gridders Meet 

People were paid to watch a 
good football game one day — 
maybe because June is a bit out 
of season. University of South- 
ern California gridders and 
some professionals clashed in 
the Rose Bowl at Pasadena for 
cameras filming Warner Bros.’ 
“The Cowboy Quarterback,” 
which opens next Friday at the 
Strand Theatre. The paid spec- 
tators were film extras, 

Mat 206 — 30c 

On the screen Marie Wilson plays dumb, blonde parts but this is how 
exotic she looks in real life. Miss Wilson’s current picture, “Cowboy 
Quarterback,” is now showing at the Strand Theatre. 

Review 

Bert Wheeler and Marie Wilson 

Set Laugh Pace in Football Film 
With such a team as Bert 

Wheeler and Marie Wilson set- 
ting the pace, any motion pic- 
ture would have more than its 
fair share of laughs, and “The 
Cowboy Quarterback,” the War- 
ner Bros. comedy which opened 
yesterday at the Strand Theatre, 
bears out that axiom perfectly. 

This fiesta of fun, however, 
does not depend entirely upon 
its two leading comedians to be, 

as it is, continuously amusing 
from start to finish. It has other 
accomplished fun-makers in its 
cast, which includes the gener- 
ally serious Gloria Dickson — 
who is, in this case, the not too 
sinister menace—and comedians 
as William Demarest, Eddie Foy, 
Jr., and DeWolf Hopper. 

It’s about football, as the title 
promises, but there is little of 
that “do or die” spirit about it, 
for it isn’t about college football. 
Its background is the profes- 

Wilson ‘Trains’ for Film 

Marie Wilson is another Maxie 
Rosenbloom when it comes to 
training. She went into training, 
said she, for strenuous scenes in 
Warner Bros.’ pro-football pic- 
ture, “The Cowboy Quarter- 
back,” which opens Friday at the 
Strand Theatre. 

Asked how she trained, Marie 
replied, “Went to bed every 
night at 10, and drank a glass 
of hot milk.” 

Wheeler Must Keep Busy 

Bert Wheeler, back on the 
screen in Warner Bros.’ ‘The 
Cowboy Quarterback,” which 
opens Friday at the Strand 
Theatre, after a year and a half 
away, thought so little of having 
a short vacation between films 
that as soon as the picture was 
over, he started to work on a 
scenario and a song. 

Wilson Too Reckless 

Marie Wilson stepped on the 
running board of Bert Wheeler’s 
car for a brief lift from stage 
to stage — and was ordered in- 
side the car by a studio police- 
man, who said this practice is 
prohibited by studio rules as un- 
safe. Marie and Bert are in “The 
Cowboy Quarterback,” the War- 
ner Bros. comedy coming to the 
Strand Theatre next Friday. 

sional game, and the alma mater 
for which the gridders give their 
all is whatever bank each of 
them deposits his pay checks in. 

For Wheeler, who returns to 
the screen after an absence of 
almost two years, the new pic- 
ture is a particularly fine vehicle. 
A spry and alert little fellow as 
well as a very funny one, he 
fairly revels in the role of the 
little quarterback from the cow 
country whose shifty open-field 
running makes monkeys out of 
the burly gents on the opposing 
teams. 

Marie Wilson, his girl friend, 
insists on master-minding every 
action of her boy friend, even 
to his playing on the football 
field, and in thus making herself 
an obnoxious pest to all his pro- 
fessional associates, particularly 
the manager of his team, she 
makes herself hilariously amus- 
ing to the audience. 

The manager, played by Dem- 
arest, is responsible for her be- 
ing with the team, for he had to 
consent to her coming along to 
get his quarterback’s signature 
to a contract. He soon regrets 
the promise and the picture is 
concerned with the stratagems 
he employs to get rid of Marie 
and yet keep Bert happy enough 
to play good ball and lead the 
team to the championship. 

The action is fast and excit- 
ing, as would be expected from 
a picture directed by Noel Smith, 
for his Hollywood reputation is 
that of an action director. 

Synopsis 
(Not for publication): Rusty 
Walker (William Demarest), 
scout for the Chicago Packers 
pro football team, signs Harry 
Lynn (Bert Wheeler), a 
broken-field runner of legend- 
ary prowess. Harry won’t leave 
his home town without Maizie 
William (Marie Wilson), with 
whom he’s in love. Rusty per- 
suades her to accompany 
Harry to Chicago. Harry plays 
great football but they are 
obliged to send Maizie home 
because she continually inter- 
feres with club routine. To 
cheer Harry, Rusty’s _ girl, 
Evelyn Corey (Gloria Dick- 
son), makes a play for him. 
He falls in love with her. He 
gets tangled up with gamblers 
who make him promise to 
throw the championship game 
and from there on_ events 
move to an exciting end. 

Opening Day Story 

NEW COMEDY TEAM 
IN FOOTBALL FILM 

Bert Wheeler and Marie Wil- 
son make up the very promising 
new laugh team which heads the 
cast of “The Cowboy Quarter- 
back,” the Warner Bros. comedy 
opening today at the Strand 
Theatre. 

Everybody else in the picture, 
which is hilarious comedy from 
start to finish, also serves as a 
contributor to the fun, even the 
usually serious Gloria Dickson, 
who is co-featured with the 
Wheeler - Wilson team. Others 
prominent in the cast include 
William Demarest, DeWolf Hop- 

per and Eddie Foy, Jr. 
As the title indicates, the new 

funfilm is about football, but it 
is not about college football. It 
concerns the professional game, 
and all of its heroics are on a 
strictly cash basis. 

Wheeler plays a marvellous 
open-field runner whose fame 
has spread even from his little 
town in the cow country to the 
headquarters of the Chicago 
Packers, a pro team managed by 
Demarest. Marie is not only 
Bert’s girl friend, but she is also 
a sort of female Svengali, who 
supervises his every action, in- 
cluding his actions on the foot- 
ball field. 

So when Demarest signs Bert 
to play quarterback for the 
Packers, it is only after he has 
agreed to take Marie along. This 
is a decision he soon regrets, for 
Marie proves to be a Grade-Z 
pest. 

The rest of the fast-moving 
tale concerns Demarest’s efforts 
to get good football out of Bert 
without Marie around, his even- 
tual realization that this can’t be 
done, and the final triumph of 
Bert not only as a football hero 
but also as a lover. 

The screen play, written by 
Fred Niblo, Jr., was based on a 
stage play by Ring Lardner and 
George M. Cohan. The produc- 
tion was directed by Noel Smith, 
assisted by Les Guthrie. 

Cast 

Harry Lynn... BERT WHEELER 
Maizie Williams 

MARIE WILSON 
Evelyn Corey 

GLORIA DICKSON 
Handsome Sam 

DeWOLF HOPPER 
Rusty Walker 

WILLIAM DEMAREST 
Steve Adams.EDDIE FOY, JR. 
Col. Moffett. WILLIAM GOULD 
Hap Farrell. CHARLES WILSON 
Mr, Slater... FREDRIC TOZERE 
Mr. Gray...... JOHN HARRON, 
Mr. Walters... JOHN RIDGELY 
Airplane Pilot. EDDIE ACUFF 
Wome ve. CLEM BEVANS 
Cozy Walsh...... SOL GORSS 
Joe Wade....... DON TURNER 
Lon Ring.MAX HOFFMAN, JR. 
Gyp Galbraith. DICK WESSELL 
Berries O’Leary 

DUTCH HENDRIAN 

Production Staff 

Directed by..... NOEL SMITH 
Screen Play by 

FRED NIBLO, JR. 
From a Play by 

RING LARDNER 
GEORGE M. COHAN 

Photography by 
TED McCORD, A.S.C. 

Art Director.. CHARLES NOVI 
Dialogue Director 

HARRY SEYMOUR 
Film Editor.... DOUG GOULD 
Gowns by 

MILO ANDERSON 
Sound by 

FRANCIS J. SCHEID 
Music by 

HOWARD JACKSON 
Comedy Construction by 

LOU SARECKY 

Running Time..... 56 minutes 
EE=Y ¢ Xo fds VRB tte ato at Sem 5063 feet 

Advance Feature 

DICKSON OFFERS 
WAY TO DEVELOP 
TALENTED ACTING 

Gloria Dickson, blonde star on 
the Warner Bros. studio roster, 

and a product of the Federal 
Theatre originally, hopes some 
day to start or help promote ‘a 
jury system method” of locating, 
selecting and fostering acting 
talent. 

The term is her own but the 
system she advocates is based 
on one used very successfully 
now in Scandinavian countries 
and Russia. It’s a nation-wide 
tournament method of advancing 
the fittest in the acting line from 
the smallest of village theatri- 
cals to the “big time,” which in 
this country means Broadway 
and Hollywood. The tournament 
is continuous, so a loser in the 
competition gets a chance to 
strive for improvement and come 
back for other trials. 

In this country, as elsewhere, 
Miss Dickson 
thinks, the 
movement 

could be self- 
supporting. 
The acting 
tournaments 

would be open 
to the public, 
for a price. 
That would 
attract pat- 

ronage_ to 
theatres, even in high school 
auditoriums, because of the com- 
petitive element as well as the 

entertainment. 
The chief distinction claimed 

by Miss Dickson’s plans is the 
use of small but competent juries 
from outside towns to select the 
local tourney winners. The tour- 
neys would be progressive, of 
course, selection in one small dis- 

trict moving the winners up to 
face more severe competition in 
a larger theatrical center, and 
so on, right to Broadway or 
Hollywood. 

In the Scandinavian countries, 
acting tourney winners are de- 
cided by volume of audience ap- 
plause, in Russia by a committee 
of three, two of whom represent 
local factions and one the com- 
munity in which the winner’s 
next try-out will come. A jury 
of at least six, Miss Dickson 
thinks, would provide fairer se- 
lection of winners, provided it 
was composed of people entirely 
unconnected with any contestant. 

Miss Dickson herself is a small 
town girl who has won her way 
upward from dramatic suprem- 
acy in her high school to her 
present position in films, by 
a_ step-at-a-time process. She 
played in tent shows for her first 
professional experience, then 
clicked in Federal theatres and 
in competitive screen _ tests. 
Known as a powerful dramatic 
actress because of her first 
screen part, the wife in “They 
Won’t Forget,” Miss Dickson has 
recently been playing comedy. 

Her latest comedy role is in 
“The Cowboy Quarterback,” a 
Warner Bros. funfilm of profes- 
sional football opening next Fri- 
day at the Strand Theatre, in 
which Bert Wheeler and Marie 
Wilson are also featured. 

Mat 109 

GLORIA DICKSON 

Gloria Dickson Reports 

Potato Named After Her 

Gloria Dickson reports she’s 
had a new variety of potato 
named after her by its origin- 
ator in its (and her) native 
town, Pocatello, Idaho. The 
blonde glamour girl, Hollywood 
socialite and wife of Perc West- 
more, make-up expert, declares 
she is sincerely honored. Gloria’s 
latest Warner Bros. picture, 
“The Cowboy Quarterback,’’ 
a football comedy, opens next 
Friday at the Strand Theatre. 
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SIGNALS te ee 

FOR EXPLOITATION 

GRIDDERS USE LARIATS 
Interest athletic field authorities in staging 

as between-halves feature short game be- 

tween subs where player lassoes ball carrier 

instead of tackling him. Only the “cowboy 

quarterbacks” can carry the pigskin. 

TEAM CHARACTERS 
Each team has one member that is the clown 

of the squad. Contact local school and club 

teams to elect and dub a representative the 

“Cowboy Bench Warmer,” “Cowboy Grand- 

stand Quarterback,” etc. and then have all the 

“cowboys” down to your theatre one night 

during run of picture. 

Man rides streets wearing foot- 
ball helmet and shirt, chaps and 
cowboy shoes. He carries lariat, 
football and sign identifying 
him as “Cowboy Quarterback.” 

LASSO COWBOY DUMMY 
Set up dummy “Cowboy Quarterback” in 

lobby outfitted with racoon coat, football hel- 

met and shirt, chaps and cowboy shoes loaned 

by local merchants. Ask passers-by to try their 

skill lassoing model from fifteen feet. 

JOCKEY FOOTBALL 
Men on horseback in cowboy clothes at- 

tempt to tackle the “Cowboy Quarterback” 

with lariats as he carries pigskin down field. 

Arrange with local stadium officials to do this 

as between-halves feature at game played 

during your run of picture. Bill it as “football 

played with jockeys.” 

COSTUME DISPLAY 
The “Cowboy Quarterback” is at his running and 

dodging best when he is wearing his racoon coat. Ar- 

range a display in your lobby of “what the well-dressed 

‘Cowboy Quarterback’ will wear this season”: racoon 

coat, wool muffler, flit gun to shoo opposing players 

away, ear plugs so he won't hear referee's whistle, skid 

chains so he won't slip, track shorts so his legs aren't 

hampered by padding and other similar gag stuff. 

You can obtain necessary articles for your display from 

members of house staff or promote them from local 

COWBOY RUNS BALL 
Arrange with local stadium officials to announce 

over P. A. system during halves that a “broken-field 

runner of great fame, the Cowboy Quarterback” can 

carry the pigskin through an entire team without being 

tackled. Announcer asks for volunteers to run ball 

through number of subs. Among volunteers you plant 

the “Cowboy Quarterback,” dressed in racoon coat, 

helmet, chaps and cowboy shoes with spurs. He does 

the trick because you've fixed it with players to let him 

through. Award him ten-gallon hat for “succeeding” 

merchants in return for mention. 

FREAK EXPERIENCES 
Local newspaper might go for a contest 

based on scene where the “Cowboy Quarter- 

back” carried the ball in the wrong direction. 

People submit their reminiscences of freak ex- 

periences in football games — the man who 

ran the wrong way for a touchdown, odd 

incidents that won or lost the game, etc. 

SCRIBE COMMENTS 
Get a local sports writer to make an advance 

report on the University of Southern Cali- 

fornia’s 1939 football squad which appears in 

the picture. Scribe might compare calibre of 

amateur college eleven with that of profes- 

sional team, composed of former All-American 

stars, which plays opposite the U. S. C. team. 

and others tickets to theatre. 

Using vacant lot or street in 
_ front of theatre, stage football 

kicking and passing contest. Va- 
riation in line with comedy vein 
of picture might be similar con- 
test with women participants. 

BERT WHEELER CLUB 
Bert Wheeler makes his return to the screen 

in this picture after an absence of almost two 

years. He has a tremendous following of fans 

who will be delighted to see him back. Get the 

Bert Wheeler Fan Club functioning (if there 

isn’t one, organize such a group) to make your 

opening a tribute to the star. 

HAT TO FIRST SCORER 
Get authorization from school officials to 

award a ten-gallon cowboy hat to home team 

player who scores first touchdown of game 

played nearest to opening date of picture. 

Or give award to local squad's high scorer in 

same game. Dub scorer “Cowboy Quarter- 

back,” “Cowboy Half-back,” etc. 

REMINDERS FOR FOOTBALL SEASON STUNTS 
Chalk quarter-by-quarter scores of local and na- 

tional gridiron games on a large blackboard in your 

lobby for football enthusiasts. Scores can be obtained 

via the radio or from local newspaper office. 

Print throwaway cards on which are listed foot- 

ball games to be played in your locality or nationally 

during week your theatre will show picture. People 

are asked to guess results of games with prizes going 

to persons who select most winners with closest 

scores. Possibly, local newspaper will go for stunt. 

Get amateur camera fans out to snap candid shots 

of crowds watching some local football game, facial 

reactions to plays, action shots of gridders, etc. Lobby 

display winning shots. 

Page Six 

Arrange this three way tie-up! Local paper carries 

full page of merchant ads and coupon which shopper 

takes from store to store and is punched each time 

purchase is made. Certain amount of punches and 

shopper has made touchdown which entitles person 

to guest tickets for showing of picture. Announce tie- 

up in your lobby, programs and on screen if possible. 

Tie up with newspaper photographer to take pic- 

tures of spectators at local football game. Ballyhoo 

that photos with certain people circled will be placed 

on display in your lobby and free tickets to showing 

of picture will be awarded to persons whose pictures 

are encircled. People come into lobby and identify 

themselves in the pictures. 



ACCESSORIES 

6° x 9° COLORED HERALD 
(Reprinted on left in reduced size. Entire back is blank for 
theatre imprint. Buy the larger quantity for the lowest price.) 

gone 
5M and over 

ey 

$2.00 per M, 
less than 5M 

WOH 
Directed by Noel Swit 

SLIDE... 8s. 6” Se each 

INSERT CARD 
Rental — 12c each 

BERT WHEELER Ce WiiSON-DKKSON COLORED 22 x 28's 
mC TE Rental — 20c each 

COLORED 11 x 14's 
(Set of Eight) 
Rental — 35c 

Order attractive lobby displays at reasonable 
weekly fees from: 

AMERICAN DISPLAY CO., 525 W. 43rd St., N. Y. 
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POSTERS & DISPLAYS 

SIX SHEET. 

For the Funniest Football SPECIAL QUANTITY PRICES 
Frolic ... Since the Rose oe 

~~ we oo : ONE-SHEETS THREE-SHEETS 

50 to 99__..1le each 50 to 99__.32¢ each 

100 & over.. 9c each 100 & over..28¢ each 

SIX-SHEETS phd tat laa 

25 to 49_...80¢ each 186 49~. «7c each 

50 to 99._..70¢ each 50 to 99__..6c each 

100 & over..60c each 100 & over.5!/2c each 

‘Since the Rose 
5 a Hower -Pot! 

40 x 60 ACTION DISPLAY 
Full Color Photo Gelatin 

Rental: 75c each 

REGULAR WINDOW MIDGET WINDOW CARD 

CARD Rental: 4c each 

min Te, erin eo 
Gsm 



Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 

Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 

with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 
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Wisconsin Center 
for Film and Theater Research 

http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 
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